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I. Clearance Under Wood Floors

Section 2306 of the Building Code indicates the re-
quirements which are intended to protect wood frame
construction against decay and termites.

A. When wood joists or the bottom of wood structural
floors without joists are closer than 18 inches or when
wood girders are closer than 12 inches to exposed
ground in crawl spaces or unexcavated areas, the
floor assembly shall be treated wood or wood of
natural resistance to decay.

B. When the under-floor clearances, as noted in Item A
above, are required or when plumbing cleanouts are
installed in the under-floor area, under-floor access
shall be provided. Section 2306.3 prescribes a mini-
mum 18 inch by 24 inch access opening that is
effectively screened or covered. The access opening
and accessibility within the under-floor areas shall
not be obstructed by pipes, ducts or similar obstruc-
tions.

II. Examples

In the interest of uniform application of these require-
ments, the following examples may be used as design
guides.

Wood post may be untreated if pier
projects at least 8" above ground.

Figure 1/ Raised wood floor over exposed earth

Subfloor may be untreated wood.

Wood joists may be untreated if located
at least 18" above ground.

Under-floor ventilation required.

Redwood or treated plate

Concrete pier

Wood girder may be untreated if located
at least 12" above ground.

Case 1/Joist and girder system

Finish flooring may be untreated wood.

Wood girder may be untreated if located
at least 12" above ground.

Under-floor ventilation required.

Finished floor may be
untreated wood.

18"
min.

12"
min.

Subfloor may be
untreated if located at
least 18" above ground.

Case 2/Girder and subfloor system

18"
min.

12"
min.
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18"
min.

12"
min.

Figure 2/ Raised wood floor over concrete slab with no waterproof membrane

Wood joists and subflooring may
be untreated if located at least 18"
above concrete slab.

Wood girder may be untreated if
located at least 12" above
concrete slab.

Under-floor ventilation
required.

31/2-inch-thick minimum
concrete slab

Ground

Finish floor may be
untreated wood.

Untreated wood, finish
flooring, subfloor, joists and
girders are permitted if
located at least 2" from
slab.

Under-floor ventilation
required or concrete slab to
be hot-mopped.

31/2-inch-thick minimum
concrete slab

6-mil. minimum
impervious membrane

Ground

2"
clear
 min.

Figure 3/ Raised wood floor over 31/2-inch-thick minimum concrete slab with waterproof membrane

Under-floor ventilation
required or concrete slab
and sleepers to be
hot-mopped

Figure 4/ Raised wood floor on wood sleepers over concrete slab without waterproof membrane

Finish floor may be
untreated wood

Treated subfloor unless located at
least 18" above concrete slab

Treated or redwood joists

Treated or redwood sleepers

Concrete slab
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Figure 5/ Raised wood floor on wood sleepers over 31/2-inch-thick minimum concrete slab with waterproof
9             membrane

Finish flooring may
be untreated wood

Untreated
subfloor

Untreated joists Under-floor ventilation required or
concrete slab and sleepers to be
hot-mopped.

6-mil. minimum
impervious membrane

31/2-inch-thick minimum concrete slab

Ground

Treated or redwood
sleepers
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